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He mihi mahana ki a koutou katoa 
Warm greetings to you all 

Kia orana, talofa lava, bula vinaka, malo e lelei, namaste 

Welcome back to Taramoa Strathmore School for 2023! 
 

I hope you have had a wonderful time away from school.  It is 
so nice to return to school and see our happy and smiling 
tamariki, so keen to be back too.  This year, we will be working 
even harder to get every single learner to where they need to 
be by the end of the year.  And for whānau, expect a warm 
welcome and an offer of a drink or a cuppa.  
 

Our kaiako / teacher team is excited to be back, and we 
welcomed new students and two new staff member, Tianna 
Kreger and Whaea Shannon Mato to our whānau with mihi 
whakatau.  Miss Kreger is kaiako of Kōtare; Whaea Shannon is 
kaiako of Kārearea.  We also welcome Geoff Grant our new 
caretaker.  
 

Check out our kaiako introductions in this pānui, and come and 
meet your child’s awesome teacher on 22 February, 3.30-
4.30pm.  
 

We are very busy getting to know our new classes, starting our 
exciting programmes of learning and our Term 1 theme of 
Journeys and Journeying.  As always, we focus on every learner 
being at their best, showing their excellence, showing their 
REAL values.   
 

Loving Our Community: What better way for our tamariki to 
express our values than to get out into our community and help 
to keep three areas awesome:  In Term 1, we are off to the 
Hoppitt Grotto near Cougar Park to showcase our skills.  In 
Term 2, we are heading to ‘Rock Park’ to keep it clean.  It is 
where so many of our tamariki play.  And in Term 4, Strathmore 
Park will host our day of athletics, and so we will litter pick St 
Andrew’s Drive and the park.   
 

Swimming: This year we are excited to be offering a swimming 
programme for all years.  As you probably know, this begins on 
Wednesday 15 Feb.  You will have had a Blanket Aquatic form 
to return to us.  This lets us know if there are any concerns we 
should know about, and the skills that your tamariki already 
has.  Ngā mihi to our volunteers for joining the team and 
supporting the Taramoa Strathmore swimmers in 2023.   
 

PB4L: Positive Behaviour for Learning is so important to us, and 
is a big part of our REAL values.  From time to time, we do see 
people who are unREAL.   
 

2023 sees a campaign of remembering our core values, and 
making sure everyone feels safe.  If there are any cases of 
meanness or bullying, we will be very quick to deal with it.   
 

Every child must feel respected and feel safe, and so teachers 
and leaders will be reinforcing our values to make sure our 
tamariki do.  Whānau, if you do hear anything from your 
tamariki, please let the school know so we can deal with it asap. 
 

Kaiarahi / Student Leaders: for each Roopu Whānau (house 
group), we have 3 kaiarahi (2 main and 1 deputy).  We are 
coming up to the time when students and staff get to vote on 
who our leaders should be.  Candidates will make a poster and 
a video / speech on what makes them a good leader.   

Important Dates:  
15 Feb:  

Swimming Starts!  Wed-Fri after lunch! 
 

22 Feb 3.30pm – 4.30pm:  
Kai and Korero:  

What’s our focus for 2023+ 
Meet your child’s teacher! 

 

Attendance:  In 2022 our attendance was below where it needs 
to be.  We are working extra hard in 2023 to make our learning 
even more engaging, and our school even more value rich so 
that everyone’s attendance improves.  We even have an 
attendance van (in association with SWPICS).  Our driver, 
Jennifer Gilder, drives this every morning and afternoon, 
picking up students who need support with their attendance.  
The goal is to get to school 90% of the time.   
 

REAL Tokens:  these have been revamped for 2023.  To get a T-
Shirt, tamariki need to earn 200 tokens, and to get on the gold 
trip they will need to earn 250 tokens.  We must also limit the 
number of shirt and gold trip winners, so we encourage 
everyone to get busy earning tokens.  We have also introduced 
new ways to earn tokens, such as showing your 
whanaungatanga, manaakitanga and by taking part in things 
like drumming, singing, sports and road patrol.  Once a week, 
tamariki can also nominate another peer to be given tokens.   
 

Property News: you may also have seen on our Facebook page 
the latest property news.  We have increased our playground 
equipment to give our tamariki more learn-through-play 
opportunities, to practice and extend their physical, social and 
imaginative skills.  Thank you Miss Tereu for applying for the 
funds, and to our Kaiarahi / Student Leaders of 2022 for 
choosing the amazing new spinner! 
 

Farewell Old Library:  In the April holidays, the old library is due 
to be removed.  For many, this will be sad, but it has reached 
the end of it’s life – it is leaking and contains asbestos.  We have 
now moved all of our library learning to old Room 10 where it 
is much cosier.  When the old library goes, we will have a bigger 
more open outdoors area.  Our MakerSpace and Kōkako will 
also be able to see out to the field.  Matua Robert Wehipeihana 
will bless the old library before it is removed. 
 

Big Events: We also have some big events this year, including 
the senior trip to Wellington, our annual gala, development of 
a community bike track, and fundraising for Cook Islands 2024. 
 

Ngā mihi nui me ngā manaakitanga! 
 

Have a wonderful Term 1 whānau! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Key Term 1 Dates for Your Calendar 
22 Feb 3.30pm – 4.30pm: Kai and Korero.  Catch up with the Principal and 

Meet your child’s teacher 
 

15-17 Feb Class Swimming begins:  all students will travel by bus.  We thank 
all whānau helpers for your support – ngā mihi nui! 

• 15 Feb: YR1-2  
• 16 Feb: YR3-4 
• 17 Feb: YR5-6 

 

3 Mar Paid Union Meeting for Kaiako / Teachers.  We will close at 12.30pm 
to allow teachers to attend an important hui.  Many thanks for 
supporting our kaiako / teachers! 

 

14-15 Mar IDP 1 Days – Student – Teacher – Whānau conferencing.  We will close 
at 12.30pm with conferences going from 1pm until 5.30pm.  We will 
send out all information soon 

 
 

Pai ki te Korero for Term 1 

Kiwaha 

Whakatauki 

Ka mau te wehi! 
That's amazing! 

He aha te mea nui o te ao, he tangata, he tangata, he tangata –  
What is the most important thing in the world? It is people, it is people, it 

is people. 

Learn alongside your tamariki mokopuna 



 

 

 
 
  

Catch us any day, and come and hear about us on Wed 22 Feb, 3.30-4.30pm! 

Miss Bentley Whaea Adele Mrs Olls Miss Andrews 



 

 

  

Catch us any day, and come and hear about us on Wed 22 Feb, 3.30-4.30pm! 

 We are very excited about our Kaiako and what they can bring to Taramoa Strathmore School.   Each teacher brings their 
personality, their love of learning, love of teaching and love of our tamariki, ensuring that each one is successful! 
 
Miss Andrews is now doing a brilliant job of leading the Junior team, and is also teacher in Tūī.  This crossover between Sr and 
Jr means there will be a nice transition from the YR3 into YR4.   
 
Miss Tereu has stepped into a full time Deputy Principal and Special Education Coordinator role.  She also continues to lead 
the Sr Team.  These super important roles mean that Miss Tereu’s amazing skills are shared across the whole school! 
 
 

Miss Kreger Miss Tereu Miss Andrews Whaea Shannon 



 

 

 
 
 
 
  

Our REAL values are one of the cornerstones of Taramoa Strathmore.  We actively discuss, model, and teach these values.  On 
the wall of each classroom is a poster like the one below, reminding everyone of our learning community expectations.   
 
This year, for each REAL token a student earns, they also earn a Roopu Whānau / House point.  This will help to increase the 
Roopu Whānau culture, where we are actively participating in all areas of the school to Keep it REAL!  Our REAL programme is 
mana-enhancing for everyone, and celebrated regularly.   



 

 

 
  

As part of the REAL values system, we must also let our tamariki know when they were unREAL.  This chart below is also in 
every classroom.  When someone is unREAL, we are able to show them that everyone has the same next steps or consequences.  
When we work with tamariki who have been unREAL, we are restorative.  Our focus is always to support that child to 
understand that their actions do impact on others.  As a restorative school, we acknowledge unREAL behaviour and then work 
hard to ensure that everyone’s mana is restored.   Let us know what you think J 



 

 

 

Our tamariki are getting ready for Gala 2022! 

Our Strategic Goals for 2023 and Beyond!  The Board developed these in Nov 2022.  We have also added action points so that 
meet these goals.  The mantra of ‘whatever it takes’ is an important one, as it really does mean whatever we can do for your 
tamariki to succeed, then that is what we will do.  If you want to see these action points, drop into the school office, or check 
out our website, for a copy of this very important guiding document.  


