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TEACHERS AND SUPPORT STAFF 2024
I am so pleased to report that our team of teachers remains the same in 2024.  We have a new caretaker, Mr Dean Wichneski.  He really epitomises our REAL values as he goes about his day, keeping our kura looking sharp, always with a can-do attitude.  We love your style!  Dean also volunteers for Love Soup, and really does bring our REAL values alive. 

ROOPU WHĀNAU ~ HOUSE GROUPS
In 2024 our Roopu Whānau ~ House Groups are changing.  This is following consultation with our learning community.  We will not soon forget the history of our maunga names, as you will see below. Our new Roopu Whānau are: 








This is not so much a retiring of the maunga House Group names, and more a choosing names of Roopu Whānau that are relevant to our rohe.  
TE KURA TUATAHI ~ THE BEST OF SCHOOLS!
We have had such a busy and wonderful year, with huge amounts of learning, very exciting programmes and events, and some very pleasing results in Reading, Writing and Maths.  I am immensely proud of the team of teachers, learning assistants, support staff, whānau and of course tamariki for the work, the rewards and the get up and go attitude everyone has shown as we all keep it REAL at our wonderful school.  

Here is a summary of our End of Year achievements for all students.  

          Reading.           Writing.           Maths.





Our achievements in Reading, Writing and Maths have improved significantly since 2022, with approx. 80% of tamariki being at or above where we expect for their ages.  We have included several new learning activities, have increased the training of teachers and learning assistants, and work closely with support agencies to bring the other 20% up to where they are expected to be.  

There is more to be done.  To help further, in 2024 we introduce the Cracking the Code Guided Literacy programme for all learners.  We will also have a focused project day (each Friday) to embed reading, writing and maths in authentic and interesting ways.  We will also continue with our Reading League in Term 2-3.  We also need you with us.  I encourage you to read at home with your tamariki, talking about learning with them, and do practical addition, subtraction and multiplication.  In 2024, we will send out ways that whānau can help in these learning areas.  

BIKES IN SCHOOLS
We are so excited for our Health and PE programme for 2024.  Cycling will become part of the learning programme for our tauira ~ students.  Enormous thanks to the Bikes in Schools programme, Sport Waikato (particularly Anton) and the Tu Manawa fund for your generous support and guidance.  More news early 2024.














.   
He mihi mahana ki a koutou katoa
Warm greetings to you all
Kia orana, Talofa lava, Bula vinaka, Malo e lelei, Namaste
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The website will feature our newsletters, financial reports, our calendar for the term, our Te Reo Māori programme for this term and a lot of other info!
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HEALTHY KAI
We encourage your tamariki to eat kai provided by the school, and to reduce the amount of snacks from home as we are trying to reduce the amount of sugars in our diets, and the amount of rubbish in our landfill.  We will also be reducing the number of rubbish bins and will be asking that tauira ~ students take home their rubbish.  We will continue to be provided lunch by FVHS.  Many thanks for this amazing service 














.   
MURALS
Closer to Christmas, you will see a new mural on the Kākāpō wall facing Strathmore Drive, painted by the same artist we used in 2022, Jonny4Higher.  

MERE KIRIMETE WHĀNAU
So many thanks to you all for a wonderful year.  It truly has been a great one.  Have a wonderful summer break and stay safe, from the team at Taramoa Strathmore  Ngā mihi nui!




Pai ki te Korero Term 1 2024


Key Dates for Your Calendar
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Kiwaha
Whakatauki
Pai tū, pai hinga, nā 
wai rā ka ōti 
Good to stand, good to fall, continue on and the work is completed.
Tūwhitia te hopo, mairangatia te angitū 
Feel the fear and do it anyway!
12 Dec	Tohu Poutama ~ Prizegiving – 1.30pm
12 Dec	YR6 Graduate Dinner – 6pm 
13 Dec	Last day of Term 4 2023 – 12.30pm finish 
1 Feb 	First day of Term 1 2024
5 Feb	We are open for learning 
6 Feb	Waitangi Day (Tuesday)
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[image: ]In Kākāriki, Mrs Olls’ teaching programmes are so varied and exciting.  The artwork, the baking, the science projects, and of course the reading, writing and maths…we have very happy children, learning so very much.  

[image: ]Flying Start Tamariki come to school every Wednesday.  What a wonderful way to start school, guided and supported by Odelee Olls and Anna Vano 
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Our Junior Tamariki earned their certificates for Shake Out 2023.

[image: ]Our Cook Island Drummers give us such a sense of pride.    
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Secret taste testing as part of the House of Science programme we  have at Taramoa Strathmore.
Just some of the leadership work that Kaiārahi, and a couple of other seniors have done – here unloading firewood for a raffle winner.  We are going to miss this crew.  
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Wellington was easily this year’s highlight for our YR4-6s.  It gave everyone such exciting, fun-filled lessons, where tamariki learned so much about themselves as much as the activities they did.  We saw so much growth in confidence, teamwork and leadership.
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As part of our Enviro Schools focus this year, each class planted trees!

[image: ]Winners of the Reading League: Ngauruhoe Pitman-Anderson.  Thank you to Tiah-Jade Gillett and Natalie Sefuiva for leading the way!
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This year the school purchased scooters after many of our senior tamariki requestedr them.  They are used almost every day, including down at the skate as part of Principal lunches. 
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Kākāpō have a come along in springs and bounds this year.  Mathematicians, writers, sportspeople and artists!    
Our awesome Kākāpō stopping for a group photo during the Great NZ Clean-Up.  As a school we clean up our own school, and in 2024 we will be asking that tamariki take home their own food packaging.    
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Kōtare sold plants as their Gala ’23 project.  They really got behind their project!
The Colour Run fundraiser for Camp ’23 and Junior Fund Day.
Kōkako are a lively group who love to experiment.  Here Ronnie is making slime to sell at Gala ’23.
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Likewise our netball teams bring out the hearty Strathmorians!    
Basketball continues to grow in popularity.  Ka rawe Miss Vano and the Taramoa Ballers!    
Meri kirihimete whānau whānau!  Ngā mahi mō ngā mea katoa!
Merry Christmas everyone!  Thanks for everything!
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He Akinga Nga Uara o te Kura o Taramoa
A Blessing for the Values of Taramoa Strathmore School

Whakarongo mai ra Listen
Ko tatou o te kura nei To us from this school
Ka tii hei tauira Standing as learners / students
Ma te hautiitanga Through leadership
Ma te whakaute Through respect
Ma te waiaro pai Through positive attitudes
Hei kite te ara tika The correct pathway will be seen
Ki muaia tatou Ahead of us
Kia hiranga ai tatou So we can achieve great success

Haumi e, hui e, taiki e. Bound, linked, together.
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RESPECT
WHAKAUTE
AKANGATEITEI
FA’AALOALO

We use good manners
We look after ourselves
We look after each other
We look after our property
We show manaakitanga

ATTITUDE
WAIARO
TU
UIGA

We make good choices
We own our actions
We are resilient
We are humble
We have a ‘can-do’ attitude

LEADERSHIP
HAUTU
ARATAKI
TA’ITA’L
We show others the way
We actively participate
We show commitment

We share ideas & skills
We encourage others
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Learning focused

WE LOVE LEARNING AT TARAMOA
STRATHMORE, A SCHOOL LOADED WITH
OPPORTUNITIES

Kind, Supportive, Skilled

WE ARE FAMILY-ORIENTED, WITH
HIGHLY TRAINED, FRIENDLY &
EXPERIENCED TEACHERS

Learning & Admin Support

OUR SKILLED & CARING LEARNING
ASSISTANTS & ADMIN STAFF SUPPORT
YOUR TAMARIKI TO BE THEIR BEST

Reading, Writing, Maths

THESE ARE THE THREE PILLARS OF
LEARNING WITH TIMELY SUPPORT WHEN
IT'S NEEDED

Digital & Creative

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ART, MUSIC, &
ISLAND DRUMMING ARE ALL A PART OF
OUR LEARNING

Students at the Centre

WE CARE DEEPLY FOR OUR STUDENTS,
YOUR TAMARIKI, GIVING THEM
WHATEVER THEY NEED TO SUCCEED

Rich in Values

OUR VALUES ARE AT THE HEART OF
OUR SCHOOL, WHERE WE GROW GREAT
LEADERS & OUTSTANDING CITIZENS

Everyone's Wellbeing

OUR STAFF ARE FOCUSED ON HAPPY &
HEALTHY TAMARIKI, & CLOSE LINKS
WITH YOU, OUR WHANAU

Our Community

WE WORK FOR & WITH OUR
COMMUNITY, PROVIDING WHAT YOU
NEED, WHEN YOU NEED IT

Small Class Sizes

WE MAKE SURE OUR CLASSES ARE
SMALL, MOBILE & FOCUSED ON EACH
STUDENT'S NEEDS

Free Stationery & Tech

AT TARAMOA STRATHMORE, ALL
LEARNING RESOURCES ARE FREE, SO
YOU DON'T HAVE TO WORRY

Free Transport

WE OPERATE AN ATTENDANCE VAN
FOR ANYONE NEEDING THIS
SUPPORT, FREE OF CHARGE

Sports & the Outdoors

WE ARE ALWAYS GROWING OUR
OUTDOOR FACILITIES, & SPORTING
OPPORTUNITIES

Healthy Lunches

WE PROVIDE HEALTHY BREAKFAST &
LUNCH, AND FRUIT & SNACKS, SO LESS

FOR YOU TO WORRY ABOUT

Here for our Tamarili, Whénau and Community
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KAUPAPA O TE KURA O TARAMOA 2024 2026
STRATEGIC GOALS, STRATHMORE SCHOOL, 2024 2026
Tiarwaps Ta Madow ~ Dwr Yision

TE HOATU NGA TAMARIKI KI MAEKE NEI
Giving our Children a Fulfilling Future

>
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CULTURAL WELLBEING
Embrace cultural diversity & inclusivity

Ta/ wam mwgu ~ OM YMILI/JW@S &hu

IMPROVE ENGAGEMENT WITH WHANAU & COMMUNITY
Prioritise cultural values of our community by celebrating
cultural events and authentically embedding Te Reo

and Te Ao Mdori throughout our kura

VIBRANT LEARNING
Empower tamariki with the tools they need to succeed

FOSTER A GROWTH MINDSET

Review tamariki goal-setting, foster ways for
akonga to have ownership of their learning,
and reward participation and positivity <=

IMPLEMENT INNOVATIVE DESIGNS FOR LEARNING

Develop real-world learning applications and
include 'STEAM' outcomes across the curriculum

STRENGTHEN STUDENT & STAFF WELLBEING ~ HAUORA
Ensure inclusivity for all by listening to and enacting the
needs of akonga, kaimahi and whanau

} BUILD ON OUR SUCCESSES
4 Review and develop our values, Roopu Whanau and

; leadership throughout our kura

PROVIDE CHOICE AND AUTONOMY IN LEARNING
Implement learning opportunities to enable
akonga to grow at their own pace

';'«', wo [ oo aféw ~ @u/ 3»«.@0@55

| We flourish in a culturally supportive learning place
where hauora and growth are prioritised

Akonga and kaimahi are uplifted and
empowered for excellence

We are secure in our personal and cultural identity
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